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TOURNAMENTS

There will

be several
tournaments

of note at
Eugene-area golf
courses this year,
including:

& The Pacific
Northwest Golf
Association
Cup,

. Eugene
Country
Club, May
1 through
May 3.

The Ryder
Cup-style
championship
features some of
the most notable
amateur golfers
in the region with
12-member teams
representing
the regional golf
associations
in the Pacific
Northwest Golf
Association.
Teams play four-
ball, foursome and
singles matches.
Each team has
eight men and
four women.
¢ U.S. Amateur
Qualifier, Emerald
Valley Golf Club,
Aug. 1. Top
finishers will
earn berths in
the U.S. Amateur
championship.
4 21st Oregon
Women’s
Stroke Play
Championship,
Emerald Valley,
Aug. 6-7. UO star
Kendra Little is the
defending open
division champion;
the tournament,
which also has a
senior division, is
open to amateurs
who have USGA
Handicap indexes
of 22.4 and less
and who are
members of an
OGA member
club.

€ 59th Oregon
Men’s Stroke Play
Championship,
Emerald Valley,
Aug. 12-14. The
tournament also
has a senior
division, and is
open to amateurs
with USGA
Handicap indexes
of 5.0 or less,
and seniors with
handicap indexes
of 10.0 or less.

¢ OGA

Women’'s Team
Championship,
Mallard Creek
GC, Sept. 17-18.
The Shadow Hills
Country Club
team of Mary
Budke and Sharon
Hadley finished
tied for second
last year.
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good golf course rewards

play that is at once bold and

thoughtful, and the mem-

bers of Shadow Hills Country

Club believe they’ve had a
very good golf course since a major
redesign in the 1990s.

That project took place when the
country club was “at a crossroads,’
general manager Dave Shelton said.

“If it didn’t improve its product,
the golf course, I'm not sure that it
would even be here”

Well, the private club has
endured, and its golf course played
to favorable reviews by profession-
als when the Oregon Classic was an
annual stop on the Nationwide Tour,
and its preceding tours, for 11 years
through 2008.

Now, almost 20 years after the
course redesign began, Shadow Hills
is making another bold, thought-
ful play.

The country club off River Road
south of Junction City is embark-
ing on a $5.2 million project to
replace its aging clubhouse with a
new, larger building that will allow
Shadow Hills to generate increased
revenue by hosting various func-
tions, and to transform its driving
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A daring approach
at Shadow Hills

The club will undergo a $5.2 million improvement project

range into a true practice facil-
ity that Shelton believes will be vir-
tually without peer in the Pacific
Northwest.

In a daunting economy, and at
a time when club membership has
fallen from a capacity of 475 to 375,
according to Shelton, the goal of the
project is to enhance the value of
the country club for current mem-
bers, and to attract new ones, both
through an aggressive membership

SHADOW HILLS COUNTRY

CLUB DRIVEWAY

Shadow

Hills General
Manager
Dave Shelton
is overseeing
a $5.2 million
project to
build a new
clubhouse and
transform the
driving range
into a true
practice facility.

drive this spring and over the long
term.

“This is the next big step for
the club,” Shelton said. “I would say
that everyone involved in this feels
like it secures the future of the
club.

“It changes the whole competitive
nature of the club, and the value of
the club. And that was our concern,

Turn to GOLF, Page D2
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The new practice facility at Shadow Hills will be 24 acres, an upgrade from the current, eight-acre driving range.
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NEWS & NOTES

FLY FISHING
FESTIVAL, BOAT
RODEO IS SATURDAY

The fourth annual
Eugene Spring Fly Fishing
Festival is scheduled for
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday
at Campbell Community
Center, 155 High St. The
free event will be hosted
by the McKenzie Flyfish-
ers, Cascade Family Fly
Fishers and the city of
Eugene and will offer a
day of tying, casting, and
rod building that will in-
troduce people of all ages
to the sport of fly fishing.
Demonstrations, ODFW
biologists and other
experts will do everything
from helping teach the
basics to advanced help.
New this year is a chance
to tie your own fly, then
catch one of the fish
stocked just for the event.
For more information call
541-343-3109.

Also Saturday is the
McKenzie River Boat
Rodeo and Cook Off,
which benefits the free
life-jacket program for
boaters at stores along
the McKenzie River. It's
at Hendricks Bridge Park
near Walterville, and also
will have boat inspections
available after noon. Call
541-579-3474 for more
information.

JOURNEY TO CLOUD
FOREST OF ECUADOR

Tobias Policha presents
“Tree Ferns, Orchids &
Other Wonders: A Journey
to the Cloud Forest of
Northwestern Ecuador”
on April 18 at 7:30 p.m. as
part of the Native Plant
Society’s meeting. Policha
will share photos and sto-
ries of his research in the
Andes Mountains of Ecua-
dor, a land with more than
20,000 plant species.

It’s at the EWEB Training
Room at 500 East 4th
Ave. Call 541-746-9478.

TAKE A WANDER
WITH WREN TONIGHT

Willamette Resources
& Educational Network
will host a free, WREN
Wander from 9 a.m. to 10
a.m. today. Meet at the
gravel parking lot at the
west end of Royal Avenue.
It will be on the eastern
side of the Army Corps’
Fisher Butte Unit. WREN
will provide binoculars.
For more information, call
541-338-7047 or e-mail
info@wewetlands.org.

SOCIETY GOES
‘AMONG PENGUINS’

The Eugene Natural
History Society presents,
“Among Penguins: A Bird
Man in Antarctica” with
Noah Strycker at 7:30
p.m. Friday, Room 100
Willamette Hall on the
UO Campus. The talk is
free and recounts his
time spent living and
researching in Antarctica.
For information, call Tom
Titus at 541-484-44717.

FISHING

Jon Payne of Eu-
gene’s 02fish Guide
Service on some of
the area’s bhest bets:
“Excellent trout fishing
on the McKenzie River
during the past warm af-
ternoons. March browns,
caddis hatches are really
starting to come on. This
trend should continue as
the weather continues to
warm up. To the south,
the Umpqua River has
been producing spring
chinook salmon, and as
the water drops, fishing
should become more
productive.”

Payne also reported
that two blockages on the
McKenzie were removed
last weekend, one near
milepost 44 on Highway
126. One tree across the
river was 5 feet in diame-
ter, and was removed with
help from Wade Scofield,
the McKenzie River Guides
Association and McKenzie
Fire and Rescue.

Rivers and streams:
In trout stocking, Alton
Baker Park’s Canoe Canal
will receive 1,500 legal-
and 400 larger-sized trout
this week.

Lakes and ponds:
Cottage Grove Lake will
receive 4,500 legal trout.
Junction City Pond will
get 850 legal-, 100 larger-
and 25 trophy-sized trout
this week. In south coast
stockings, Empire Lakes
will receive 6,000 total
trout, Mingus Park in Coos
Bay will get 1,000 and
Tenmile Lakes will receive
6,000 total.

VIEWING

What to watch for:
The Lane County Audubon
Society has its April bird
walk Saturday. Meet at
South Eugene High School
at 8 a.m. The walk, led by
Noah Strycker, will return
by noon and will feature a
treasure hunt on Eugene’s
Skinner Butte Park for
spring migrants.

— From ODFW and
Register-Guard reports

Golf: UO coaches influence practice facility design

Continued from Page DI

that if we don’t do that,
we were going to lose
that eventually. We were
going to lose being a
country club; something
was going to happen,
and it was probably not
going to be a positive
thing.”

The key elements of
the project:

¢ A new 22400
square foot clubhouse, to
be situated behind the
ninth and 18th greens,
that will replace the
16,000 square foot club-
house near the 10th tee
built in 1963 or 1964.
That project, including a
new parking lot, is esti-
mated at $4.8 million,
with construction to start
in mid August or early
September and comple-
tion by next April.

€ A new practice
facility, designed by Dan
Hixson, whose courses
include Bandon Cross-
ings and Wine Valley
Golf Club in Walla Walla,
Wash. The project, at
an estimated cost of
$400,000, will transform
and expand the current
driving range from eight
acres to 24 acres, with
three tee areas and a
short-game practice area
with another putting
green, a chipping green
and a pitching green
that’s 80 yards wide,
offering the opportunity
to practice shots from
different lies and dis-
tances up to 100 yards.

Hixson took into con-
sideration design sug-
gestions from Oregon
golf coaches Casey
Martin and Ria Scott,
whose teams practice at
Shadow Hills, as well as
at Eugene Country Club
and Emerald Valley Golf
Course, and who view
the new practice facility
as another arrow in the
recruiting arsenal.

Construction of
the practice facility is
expected to be com-
pleted by the end of this
month, weather permit-
ting, with the facility
ready for use in July.

“People will say,
‘Why are you doing
this now? It’s kind of
a scary time,” Shelton
said. “Well, it is a scary
time in business, but it
also gives you some of
the best opportunities in
business because of the
cost of building and the
cost of money.

“The timing is right
for us. We feel like we
have an unbalanced
product. We have a very
nice golf course, it’s in
great condition. But on
the other side, we have
a very aging clubhouse
that doesn’t really fit
the quality of our golf
course. And we have a
driving range instead of
a practice facility.

“We want to bal-
ance that out and create
higher value, but still
keep the core of Shadow
Hills, which is welcom-
ing and friendly.”

‘A genius move’

Shadow Hills Golf
Course opened as a nine-
hole course almost 50
years ago, in June 1962.
The second nine opened
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An up-close view of the exterior walls of the dining,

lounge and pro-shop area.

that September, creat-
ing a 6,500-yard course.
The original investors
included Bill Erskine, a
Mapleton lumberman,
and Ray Pollard, co-
owner of a Eugene insur-
ance firm. Three years
later, by then a pri-

vate club that was barely
breaking even, the golf
course was sold to Bohe-
mia Lumber Company,
which envisioned build-
ing upscale homes on
the adjoining acreage.

However, changing
state land use regulations
prevented that dream
from becoming a real-
ity, and instead of a gold
mine for Bohemia, the
course became a finan-
cial burden.

As recounted in
Michael Thoele’s “Bohe-
mia, the Lives and Times
of an Oregon Timber
Adventure,” Bohemia
leased the golf course to
the country club until
1986. Then, with the
club on the verge of
going under, and moti-
vated as much by com-
munity relations as
business needs, Bohemia
agreed to sell the club
to the membership in a
favorable deal, $1.1 mil-
lion at annual payments
of just $63,000.

Shadow Hills was
saved and then saved
again when the golf
course underwent a
major redesign, in sev-
eral stages between
1992 and 1995, by noted
designer Bill Robinson.

“My description used
to be that you could
play six or seven holes
and look up and not
know where you were,
because they were all so
similar,” said Mark Keat-
ing, then the head pro-
fessional at Shadow Hills
and now the assistant
pro at Astoria Golf and
Country Club.

The $1.5 million proj-
ect added ponds, mound-
ing around the greens
and new bunkers; it
changed some holes con-
siderably and covered
“old farm ditches.” It
lengthened the par-72
course to 7,113 yards
from the tips.

“It gave it a real sig-
nature look, a real new
look, dramatic from what
it was in the past,” Keat-
ing said. “As far as the
membership went at the
time, it was a big frog
to swallow, but they fig-
ured if they wanted to
get out of the dark ages
there, they had to do it.
As it turned out, it was
a genius move.”

Even before the proj-
ect was finished, Keat-
ing said, “people started

OUTDOORS CALENDAR

To submit events
Submit listings to: Out-
doors@registerguard.com. All

events are free, unless otherwise
noted.

Bicycling
WEDNESDAY

GEARs: 36-mile or 24-mile
options to Herman Road via
Coburg Bottom Loop. Meet 6 p.m.,
Alton Baker Park. Info: Gary Cook
541-484-9398.

SATURDAY

GEARs: 35 miles to McKenzie
View and Sunderman, meet 9 a.m.
Alton Baker Park. Info: Paula Erick-
son, 541-998-8420.

SUNDAY

GEARs: 50 miles to Butler
Road, meet 9 a.m. Alton Baker
Park. Info: Gary Cook, 541-484-
9398.

Hiking
SATURDAY

ORCA Orienteering: Map and
Compass Hiking, 1-to-4 miles, Wil-
lamette Park, Corvallis. All ages
and levels. Beginner clinics and
compasses provided. Register
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Cost:
$7. Info: forestrunner.com/orca

SUNDAY

Obsidians: 4.2 miles to
Mount Pisgah to view the sunset
and moonrise, with 1,000 feet of
elevation gain. Led by Royal Mur-
dock. Sign up only online at obsid-
ians.org.

Walking
WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

Altair Sports Club: 5-6 miles
around town, meet at 10 a.m. at
Midtown at 1591 Willamette St.
Information: 541-746-6263.

SATURDAY

Altair Sports: 4-5 miles on
river bike trails. Meet 10 a.m. at
Café Aroma at Valley River Center.
Information: 541-343-7893.

Mossbacks Volkssport
Club: Carpool to Sherwood for
3.1- or 6.2-mile walk, 8 a.m., Willa-
malane Adult Activity Center, 215
West C St., Sprindfield. Details:
mossbacks.org or 541-726-7169.

SUNDAY

Mossbacks Volkssport
Club: Carpool to Lebanon for
3.7-, 6.2-, or 7.4-mile walk, 1
p.m., Willamalane Adult Activity
Center, 215 West C St., Spring-
field. Details: mossbacks.org or
541-726-7169.

Meetings
TODAY

GEARs: General meeting,
with an interactive presentation
by Andy Fernandez on Adaptive
Cycling. 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Hilyard
Community Center, 2580 Hilyard
St.

WEDNESDAY

Altair Sports Club: A monthly
meeting at 6 p.m., upstairs at the
Vet's Club, 1626 Willamette St.,
will discuss hiking, biking, skiing.
Info: 541-485-1405.

flocking out there. The
membership really blos-
somed. We had a really
big waiting list for quite
some time.”

Jim Bradshaw, then
the general manager of
Shadow Hills, said the
course redesign, pro-
moted by an extensive
advertising campaign,
netted 100 new mem-
bers. Because the project
included a new irrigation
system and an upgraded
maintenance facility, it
allowed Shadow Hills to
continue investing in the
quality of the redesigned
course, Bradshaw said.

“We always made the
golf course the priority,”
he said.

And so, in 1998, when
Shadow Hills was added
to what was then called
the Nike Tour, a sub-
sidiary tour for golfers
seeking to reach the PGA
Tour, it was a major
coup, unthinkable with-
out the redesign, and
validated when the now-
defunct Oregon Classic
got consistently positive
reviews from the tour
pros for the quality of
the course.

But about three
years ago, Shelton said,
Shadow Hills took stock.
The aging clubhouse
needed to refurbished,
if not replaced; the flat
roof was “no longer flat,
it’s concave,” and the
banquet facility wasn’t
big enough for some
potential revenue-pro-
ducing events, or classy
enough for others.

Owning 150 acres of
land around the golf
course, Shadow Hills
explored some of the
options that Bohemia
had explored — whether
developing some of that
land for homes could
help finance construc-
tion of a new clubhouse.
In the end, the hopes
of obtaining city ser-
vices from Junction City,
water and sewer service
— the country club is on
well water and a septic
system — by getting into
the city’s urban growth
boundary proved unreal-
istic, Shelton said.

That wasn’t necessar-
ily a bad thing.

“Golf was origi-
nally a rural sport,” said
Shelton, in his sixth
year at Shadow Hills.
“Those places have been
engulfed by population
and the ruralness has
gone away. ... The good
news is that we can
maintain the integrity of
the game of golf, but we
needed to find a way to
make this happen.”

In December, club
members voted with a
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“resounding ‘yes,” — 73
percent in favor — to go
forward with the project,
Shelton said. They autho-
rized the club to borrow
up to $2.8 million to
finance building the new
clubhouse — a lender is
being sought — and to
assess themselves $3,000
each for the project.
Some club mem-
bers donated personally
to the project, upwards
of $400,000, Shel-
ton said. The new club-
house, designed by the
Eugene firm of Robert-
son Sherwood Architects,
will include lockers, an
expanded pro shop, a liv-
ing-room-like lobby and
a larger, dividable ban-
quet facility, with decks
and a view of the golf
course and a garden.
“Given a beautiful
banquet room with large
outdoor decking, we feel
we can rent that space a
lot,” Shelton said. “We're
pretty excited about that.
We've lost several events
because we're too small.
We're not the choice
for a high-end wedding
because of our building.
“But we would be.”

A membership drive

The vote to go for-
ward cost Shadow Hills
some members, Shelton
said, with further attri-
tion not unexpected.
Membership capac-
ity is 475, and Shadow
Hills has been at that
level within the past five
years, but the economy,
natural attrition and
disagreement over the
future direction reduced
membership to the cur-
rent 375, Shelton said.

“Ideally, we don’t need
to be at 475 he said.
“If were at 430, weTre
in great financial shape.
We'’re in great finan-
cial shape now because
we have no debt and
We manage our expenses
really well. If we were at
430, we'd be in wonder-
ful shape.

“That’s the point of
the membership drive,
to get our membership
back to where we want
it to be.”

Through June 15,
new members can pur-
chase a full membership,
both family or individ-
ual, for $3,500, compared
with the usual initiation
fee of $6,000, and that
will cover the cost of the
$3,000 project assess-
ment. There is also the
opportunity for a one-
year trial membership
(subject to a commit-
ment to pay all monthly
dues) and new members
can also receive a credit
on their monthly dues
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($320 for a family, $298
for an individual) of $55
per month for the first
two years.

As part of the mem-
bership drive, current
members would receive
a two-year reduction in
monthly dues if they
bring in a new member.

There’s also a “social
sports membership” that
allows use of the new
practice facility, as well
as other club amenities,
but not course privileges.

Certainly, the practice
facility will be a signifi-
cant upgrade.

“I think their prac-
tice facility will rival
any of the top facilities
you go to from a size
and uniqueness stand-
point,” said Martin, the
UO men’s coach and
former PGA Tour player.
“I think it will rival any
of the ones I've been to,
and I've certainly been
to a lot”

The practice facil-
ity will feature a warm-
up tee for golfers about
to embark on their
round, and two prac-
tice tees, the widest 125
yards, allowing golfers
the chance to practice
different shots in differ-
ent wind conditions. In
addition to the much-
improved short-game
area, there will be target
greens, and also cement
discs, at 10-yard incre-
ments up to 100 yards,
so golfers can learn
how far they fly differ-
ent wedge shots, and the
south part of the range
can be used for a four-
hole mini-course during
juniors camps.

Scott, the UO wom-
en’s golf coach, said the
facility is going to be a
“huge recruiting tool” for
the Ducks, and “unbe-
lievable resource” for the
teams, which also prac-
tice at Eugene Country
Club and Emerald Valley
Golf Course.

“If we can’t figure
out every single shot to
hit between those three
great facilities, I don’t
know what we’re doing
wrong,” she said.

The practice facility
will be purely about golf,
which should fit Shadow
Hills perfectly.

“Most private clubs do
28,000 to 32,000 rounds
of golf a year,” Shel-
ton said. “We do 46,000
rounds every year.

“Our members really
like to play golf”
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